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delusory, which the false and violent counsels of his brother, Soojaim Sing, and
his Buxey, Suddanund, imposed on his inexperience, and the pliancy and aptitude
of his disposition.

It would break the attention, and perplex the thread of the narrative, to re-
late every distinct event in its exact order of time : I have therefore in the minu-
ter points endeavoured rather to arrange them according to their relation to the
greater, or to find a place for them in the vacant intervals and pauses of it. It-
may be proper in this place to mention, that during the time of inaction which
succeeded to my arrival at Chunar, I received several letters from Cheit Sing, besides
letters from Mr. Barnet, and one from Coutoo Bauboo, who were both his prisoners
at Lutteefpoor, which were written by his order. These were all alike in sub-
stance, containing acknowledgements and professions of submission to my authority;
assertions of his own innocence, charging the massacre at Shewallah to the Chubdar
whose insults provoked the resentment of his servants whom he could not restrain,
and claiming a merit from his having in the three past actions been the suffering
party, though successful, and in none the aggiessor; adding general offers of ac-
commodation, and in the letters written by his order a pompous display of his in-
exhaustible wealth, the multitude and bravery of bis forces, and the devoted affec-
tion and fidelity of all his subjects. I refused to answer them, letting him know
that they were written with too much presumption, in the style of equality, and
with inapplicable professions, which were no better than none. Some of these
letters will appear in the appendix: The rest were lost.

It had been intended to begin our operations with the attack of Ramnagur; part-
ly because it had been the scene of our first disgrace, and principally because the
repossession of the capital, which would follow the capture of Ramnagur, would
it was thought, redeem our credit with the public, and be deemed equivalent,
in the distant reports of it, to the complete recovery of our authority over the
country; as the existence of a fugitive chief in the wilds and mountains would
be little regarded, when he was expelled from the capital of his government and
the scat of his collections. For this purpose battering cannon and mortars were

ordered